Weisberg extends criticism of Meachum to editor 


Roy Meachum has a right to be anti- 
Semitic and you have the right to print 
anything you want to print. But he is 
less than honest in pretending not to be 
an anti-Semite and you assume respon- 
sibility for what you print. 

In your publication of his inflamma- 
tory evil propaganda mistitled “The 
Palestinian Problem” today (12-4-85) 
you, in effect, become both anti-Semitic 
and a propagandist and in this, I assume 
without so intending, you defame an 
entire people and give offense to what I 
am confident is a majority of your 
readers and not a few advertisers. 

Aside from his unhidden prejudices 
and enormous ego, and whatever his 
background, Meachum is either 
deliberately dishonest or grossly 
ignorant. Of all the examples he now 
flaunts I limit myself to a few because of 
the space a definitive response would 
require. 

There is not a word of the decades- 
long ARAB terrorism, in Israel and 
elsewhere, not a word about the many 
innocent JEWISH babies, children, 
women and aged of both sexes is his 
Hitlerian account of the current situa- 
tion in the mid-East. 

We read — and he says and you pub- 
lish — only that there were Jewish 
“massacres of innocent Arabs. Dead 
Palestinian babies . . .” 

And for this Goebbels-like convolution 
of truth he says the United States is 
responsible because, among other 
Meachum inventions, “it has aligned 
itself with those Israelis who have no 
genuine desire for peace.” 

Naturally, because they do not exist, 
Meachum does not identify the non- 
existing Israelis who he says do not want 
peace. (What he really means, of 
course, is that there are Israelis who do 
not agree with his propaganda line and 
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his Hitlerian rewriting of history.) 
From this he leaps to more inflamma- 
tory fabrication, that what he refers to 
as “U.S. policy and action . . . make 
all Americans enemies of all Arabs.” 

Without question the middle-east 
situation is complex and critical, as I 
cautioned Meachum after you began 
publishing his disgraceful and dishonest 
assaults on an entire people, not just a 
country and a government he does not 
like. But cautions mean nothing to 
Meachum when he has his consuming 
ego and personal prejudice to indulge. 

I have seen nothing he has written that 
is in any way a fair representation of the 
complex and serious situation in the 
mid-east. Nothing that would really 
inform your readers. 

Domestically he is even more evil in 
equating all Jews with the miniscule 
minority in the Jewish Defense League 
when he has to know that this is a 
slanderous lie in the Hitler tradition and 
when he has to know that the Israeli 
government itself opposes the organizer 
and leader of the JDL. 

However, the British map you pub- 
lished with my last letter does reflect 
the fact that by big-power broken 
agreements the Palestinians were given 
most of the Palestine territory as a 
homeland and the rest was reserved for 
Israel — including what is now known as 
the “west bank” of the Jordan. 

And while Meachum represents the 
Israelis as the aggressors, the plain fact 
is that this relatively small area was 
taken by force of arms by JORDAN, 
which is, supposedly, entirely on the 
other side of the Jordrn River and was 
originally called “TRANS-Jordan.” 
(One party is Judea, from which Jews 
get their name, and the other is 
Samaria, whence came the good 


Samaritan of whom Jesus spoke. These 
places are the origin of Jews.) 

In what is either his flaunting of 
ignorance or his contempt for fact and 
thus of your readers, Meachum says 
that “Since World War II the United 
States has opposed any nation retaining 
territory gained by military conquest — 
except those lands swept up by the 
Israelis in the 1967 war.” 

Forget that no lands were swept up 
and that the small areas of territory 
involved are both the territory from 
which Jews come and was to be made 
into Israel after World War I; forget 
that it is Jordan that took the west bank 
by military means, from which Israel 
retrieved it by arms. Can it possibly be 
that the omniscient Meachum, the man 
who represents that he knows it all, has 
no knowledge of what happened in 
Europe after World War II and was NOT 
opposed but in fact was RECOGNIZED 
by the United States? 

Just look at the before- and- after maps 
of Germany, Poland, Roumania, 
Esthonia, Latvia and Lithuania. And 
how about our own holding of Pacific 
lands we took in World War II and whose 
lands we ruined with the testing of 
atomic and nuclear weapons? 

Meachum still defends Arab terror- 
ism, and your publication of his propa- 
ganda puts you in the position of 
defending not only Arab terrorism but 
those terrorists who in the coldest blood 
murdered an aged, ill and crippled 
AMERICAN. And Meachum does this 
despite my reminding him of his error in 
his defense of Arafat's henchman, 
Abbas, since indicted in Italy for his 
complicity in that terrorism and 
murder. Despite this and despite his 
murderous history, Meachum presents 
Arafat is presented by Meachum as the 
Arab “moderate,” the man of peace. 


And thus we and the Israelis should deal 
with him! , - 

Would your readers know from 
Meachum’s distortions, misrepresen- 
tations and outright lies that Arafat 
FROM THE FIRST has proclaimed a 
policy of driving all Jews into the sea? 

If Meachum had the knowledge of the 
area he pretends to have he would, 
whether or not it shamed him, know that 
what he writes and you publish is 
exactly the line of the notorious Arab 
Nazi, the Grand Mufti, who spent World 
War U propagandizing for Hitler from 
Berlin and returned, immune for these 
terrible offenses, to the middle east to 
organize and lead the incredible 
murders of Jews by Arabs, for which 
Meachum finds no space in any of his by 
now numerous “columns” in your 
paper. He is a CALUMNIST rather than 
a columnist! 

His last sentence disgraces you. I do 
not say disgraces him because by now I 
think nothing can or will. He actually 
pretends that all the dead babies are 
Palestinian and he suggests that 
American babies will be next in the 
“nuclear attack” he envisions. 

’ All of this and more ... is truly 
disgraceful and, I regret to say, in your 
publication of it and what terrible 
propaganda preceded it, you disgrace 
yourself. This is inflammatory anti- 
Semitism, it has already inflamed anti- 
Semitism. which in a private letter that 
is without response I sent to Meachum, 
and it is distinguishable only in degree 
and less intemperate language from the 
line of Hitler, Goebbels, and the many 
fabrications of earlier times in which 
anti-Semitism is based. 
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